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Biography

Producer • Composer • Electronic Artist

Michael Gabriel is a Canadian producer and composer originally from Montreal and now based 
in Nova Scotia’s Annapolis Valley. With a career spanning decades, he first gained international 
recognition as a member of the iconic Canadian band Men Without Hats and later as co-founder 
of the electronic project Isinglass. 

Today, Gabriel’s work has evolved into something deeply personal and cinematic. His music 
moves between downtempo electronica, ambient textures, and melodic house, blending 
emotional restraint with quiet intensity. It is electronic music that breathes.

Artistic Evolution

While his early career was rooted in synth-driven pop and forward-thinking electronic 
production, Gabriel’s recent work explores space, patience, and atmosphere. Minimal yet 
commanding piano motifs, expressive cello, warm analog textures, and suspended harmonies 
define his current sound.

His debut solo album, Surfacing (2023, re-released 2025), marked a turning point, introducing a 
body of work that embraced subtlety over spectacle. Since then, releases such as Goodbyes, 
Melting, Still You Breathe, and Reverie have further refined his direction toward immersive, 
emotionally resonant compositions.

Influenced by artists such as David Bowie, Brian Eno, Moby, Massive Attack, Air, and Thievery 
Corporation, Gabriel’s sound balances atmosphere with structure, intimacy with strength.

Current Direction

Michael Gabriel’s recent work leans into cinematic downtempo and ambient electronica. The 
emphasis is on emotional architecture rather than club impact. Each composition unfolds 
gradually, often built from a single chord or motif, allowing tension and space to coexist.

His productions are immersive rather than declarative. They invite stillness, reflection, and a 
heightened sense of presence.

Rooted in Montreal’s creative legacy and shaped by the landscapes of Nova Scotia, Gabriel’s 
music carries both urban sophistication and coastal openness.
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Selected Highlights

• Former member of Men Without Hats
• Co-founder of Isinglass
• Solo album Surfacing
• International streaming presence across major platforms
• Music featured in independent film, digital media, and curated playlists

Artist Statement

“I create electronic music that breathes. Music that holds space. Music that lingers.”

Recent Work

In 2025 and 2026, Gabriel’s focus has shifted toward more minimal, emotionally resonant 
compositions. Releases such as Still You Breathe and Melting mark a deeper exploration of 
space, suspended harmony, and cinematic restraint. The work reflects an artist increasingly 
drawn to atmosphere over immediacy, and to timelessness over trend.
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Discography

Selected Solo Releases

Still You Breathe (Single, February 14, 2026)
Melting (Single, December 15, 2025)
Falling (Single, December 01, 2025)
In the Heat of the Night (Single, August 01, 2025)
Goodbyes (Single, June 28, 2025)
Heart & Soul (Single, May 14, 2025)
Forever, a Moment (Single, January 22, 2025)

Surfacing (Album, June 21, 2023, re-released 2025)
Notable tracks: Sweet Toxin, Prophecy and Conspiracy, Island

With Isinglass

Still Fighting in the Ashes 82–83 (Vinyl Album, June 2023)
Isinglass (Vinyl EP, June 2013)
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Press & Feedback

“Michael Gabriel (formerly of avant garde pop giants Men Without Hats) has been emerging 
from Nova Scotia’s Annapolis Valley in creative solitude and his latest single, ‘Heart & Soul,’ 
packs pure, sun dappled euphoria. This is not a nostalgic call back but a beautifully constructed 
piece of current day nu disco and synth pop that sounds instantly familiar but excitingly new. 

By the first notes, “Heart & Soul” sets the effortlessly cool mood. Expertly blending lush, warm 
retro synths textures (the kind that instantly evokes 80s sophistication) with modern production 
sheen. The basslines that propel the foundation with funky bounce are inviting immediate 
movement. This is the sort of groove that’s been made for cruising around with the windows 
down or getting lost with the lights on dim on the dancefloor.

This is where it’s brilliant, because it is perfectly fused together. There are echoes of his 
influences (Air, Moby, Leftfield) woven throughout, but this is very much Gabriel’s own sound. 
Synth textures cascade and intertwine in a rich, intricate and effortlessly listenable way. Lovely 
thematically, “Heart & Soul,” the title does not fall short of expectation; it is the essence of love 
and longing expressed in itself.

The instrumental journey throbs with a yearning warmth that doesn’t need lyrics to find its 
audience. It’s music that doesn’t just say what it feels like to be in love, it actually feels what it 
feels like to be in love – evocative, romantic and deeply soulful. This single not only delivers a 
catchy tune but also showcases Gabriel’s growth and evolution as an independent artist.

Now out from under the shadow of his previous bands, he’s tightened the sound of his past 
(soul, jazz, dance, alternative) into something intense and enjoyable. It’s sophisticated 
electronic pop all the way through: danceable yet elegant, nostalgic yet future looking and still 
warm and alive with a humanity that lasts long after that last synth chord fades. It’s a perfect, 
groove laced escape.”

[Stefan,  Songscope, June 6, 2025

https://songscope.net/edm-review-michael-gabriel-heart-soul/ ]

https://songscope.net/edm-review-michael-gabriel-heart-soul/
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“A curious and far-reaching offering, ‘Heart & Soul’ wears many hats, yet it never quite lands on 
a specific artistic formula, showcasing Michael Gabriel’s deep eclecticism and musical nostalgia. 
You see, the record takes us back to the 80s and early 90s, touching both synthwave-inspired 
tones and classic house influences (especially in the vocal samples). Yet, somewhere along the 
way, one can spot hints of modernism – more specifically in the many trance-esque synth 
arpeggios – and a certain cosmic character, making the track rather hard to pin down, but also 
incredibly evocative and meaningful. 

Hailing from Nova Scotia, CA, Michael Gabriel finds the perfect middle ground between groovy 
basslines and modulating soundscapes, somehow crafting a trait d’union between vintage 
timbres and modern flair. That is how ‘Heart & Soul’ ends up; a timeless banger that’s also 
hyper reflective and haunting, with a touch of euphoric thrown in for good measure. The 
Canadian talent does a good job on the production. 

Formerly of Canadian band Man Without Hats, Gabriel is now embracing a brighter future as a 
solo artist, and if ‘Heart & Soul’ is anything to go by, we are in for some stunning records. 
Speaking about the single, Michael explains: “It’s danceable, but with a laidback elegance — 
perfect for late-night drives, rooftop lounges, or any moment that needs a touch of warmth and 
groove.”

Gabriel Mazza, Mesmerized, June 3, 2025

https://www.mesmerized.io/michael-gabriel-travels-in-time-with-eclectic-cut-heart-soul/]

“What begins with a groovy and catchy synth riff in the intro quickly develops into a captivating 
electro/EDM track that is guaranteed to make it difficult to sit still: We're talking about 'Heart & 
Soul', the new single from Canadian producer Michael Gabriel, and we definitely don't want to 
withhold it from you!

Aside from the variety of textures, this single also brings a truly infectious temperament to our 
playlist and at the same time lets us feel a touch of late 90s nostalgia. The pulsating beat has a 
minimalist vein, yet still brings a driving and dynamic character to the music.

The synths seem to unfold elegantly as the track progresses, while at the same time 
maintaining a certain tension. Listen to 'Heart & Soul' and discover more from Michael Gabriel 
on Spotify and Instagram.” 

[Berlin On Air, May 14, 2025. Original review, in German: 
https://www.berlinonair.cc/post/784879851209408512/michael-gabriel-heart-soul-elektro ]

“‘Heart & Soul’ by Michael Gabriel is a track that not only immediately motivates me to get up 
and move but also inspires me to pick up a synthesizer and experiment with new electronic 
sounds!

https://www.berlinonair.cc/post/784879851209408512/michael-gabriel-heart-soul-elektro
https://www.mesmerized.io/michael-gabriel-travels-in-time-with-eclectic-cut-heart-soul/
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This vibrant EDM / Pop arrangement captivates listeners with its sophisticated textures and 
compelling percussive layers. The artist and producer based in Nova Scotia has a talent for 
blending nostalgic riffs with a modern, absolutely dance-floor-ready and electrifying composition.

It gives me authentic ’90s vibes while simultaneously feeling somewhat futuristic. Also, the 
spoken vocal samples bring a touch of darkness and moodiness that’s really impressive. Check 
out the preview of 'Heart & Soul’ below and discover Michael Gabriel’s music on Spotify.”

[Adrian, Indie Tapes May 14, 2025 https://indie-tapes.com/post/784878325565997056/michael-
gabriel-heart-soul-electro ]

“Michael Gabriel’s latest single, “Heart and Soul,” is more than just a nod to the ‘80s — it’s a 
heartfelt, rhythm-infused electronic escape that fuses retro sounds with a modern groove, 
resulting in a track that feels both timeless and fresh. Released on May 14, 2025, and now 
streaming everywhere, the song is a beautiful example of how to balance nostalgia with 
originality. From the moment the track opens, you’re pulled into its shimmering world of analog 
synths and smooth funk-inspired rhythm. A silky, melodic bassline sets the foundation, instantly 
giving the song its bounce. It’s that kind of bass you can feel in your chest — not overpowering, 
but undeniably catchy. Layered on top are lush synth textures that swirl and sparkle, adding 
depth and a touch of dreamy ambience to the mix. 

The percussion is sharp and purposeful — crisp hi-hats, snappy snares, and just enough groove 
to keep the track moving without rushing it. There’s an undeniable chill to the pace, but it still 
carries enough energy to make you want to move. Whether you’re dancing or just vibing, “Heart 
and Soul” creates a space where you can let go for a few minutes and get lost in the sound. 
What really stands out about this track is its emotional tone. True to its title, “Heart and 
Soul” feels warm, intimate, and honest. There’s no heavy-handed production or over-the-top 
effects — just a clean, confident arrangement that lets each element breathe. The melodies are 
smooth and uplifting, evoking a sense of calm and joy that lingers long after the song ends. 

“Michael Gabriel’s experience shines through here. As a former member of the iconic Canadian 
band Men Without Hats, he clearly knows how to tap into a classic synthpop spirit, but he brings 
his own twist — a more grounded, personal vibe that feels less like a throwback and more like a 
continuation of the genre’s evolution. “Heart and Soul” is the kind of track that works in nearly 
any setting. It feels right in a summer playlist, fits perfectly into a relaxed evening drive, and 
wouldn’t be out of place at a laid-back lounge or rooftop party. It’s polished but not cold, 
nostalgic but not stuck in the past, and full of subtle musical choices that reveal themselves 
more with each listen. Released through LANDR, the song is available now on Spotify, Apple 
Music, TIDAL, and all other major streaming platforms.”

https://indie-tapes.com/post/784878325565997056/michael-gabriel-heart-soul-electro
https://indie-tapes.com/post/784878325565997056/michael-gabriel-heart-soul-electro
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[Hailtunes, May 20, 2025 https://hailtunes.com/michael-gabriels-heart-and-soul-is-a-glowing-
synthpop-journey-packed-with-groove-warmth-and-nostalgia/ ]

“Canadian musician Michael Gabriel released a phenomenal album back in 2023, 
titled Surfacing. Somehow we missed the original release, but I was very grateful to discover the 
record due to Michael’s recent single, Island. It’s hard to describe by genre, as Michael mixes 
elements of many different styles into his music (which is definitely a good thing for me!), but the 
track has an electronic basis, inspired by artists like Moby and David Bowie. I wanted to chat 
and learn more about Michael and his music – you can also check out Surfacing at the end of 
this interview!”

[Jane Howkins York Calling  (Full interview in link)  Jan 13, 2025 
https://yorkcalling.co.uk/2025/01/13/interview-michael-gabriel/ ]

https://yorkcalling.co.uk/2025/01/13/interview-michael-gabriel/
https://hailtunes.com/michael-gabriels-heart-and-soul-is-a-glowing-synthpop-journey-packed-with-groove-warmth-and-nostalgia/
https://hailtunes.com/michael-gabriels-heart-and-soul-is-a-glowing-synthpop-journey-packed-with-groove-warmth-and-nostalgia/
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“If you’re into sophisticated house and chillwave music, I highly recommend checking out 
Michael Gabriel’s latest release ‘Forever, a Moment’. The talented Nova Scotia-based producer 
and composer has recently grabbed my attention with an outstanding instrumental arrangement 
that feels both relaxing and full of movement.

I’m absolutely loving the soothing piano riffs that create an ambient-like soundscape, while the 
beat adds a fresh midtempo rhythmic texture to the track.

'Forever, a Moment’ also features vocal samples that perfectly enhance its dreamy and slightly 
psychedelic character. Michael Gabriel’s music grounds the listener, bringing them back to 
reality with calm, clarity and good vibes. Give it a listen and make sure to keep up with his new 
releases on Spotify and Instagram.”

[Adrian, Indie Tapes Jan. 22,  2025 https://indie-tapes.com/post/773724229948653568/michael-
gabriel-forever-a-moment-electro] 

“Michael Gabriel’s ‘Sweet Toxin’ is an instrumental track that paints a vivid picture. It uses synth 
tones and a glorious array of percussion to create a soundscape unlike anything on this Earth. 
The pristine synths ricochet and become marred, falling then into the beat wherein the rhythm 
evolves around them. 

It does not feel that this song has moments or stages; instead, it seems to breathe, in and out, 
and you follow these breaths with intimate clarity. The song builds and falls, it doesn’t change 
with sharp motion. Because of this dream state that the sound seems to occupy, it is completely 
entrancing. One note hits your ears and it’s all over, you’re in it for the long haul. ‘Sweet Toxin’ 
has a world that it carries, and listening to its synthetic harmonies opens the door to that dark 
purple place, full of stories waiting to be told. Once you are in the world, you can begin to 
appreciate the complexity of the sound. Each instrument complements the other. 

Where some instrumental tracks, especially modern ones created with modern sounds, tend to 
have a pack leader which all other sounds flock around — Michael Gabriel has a talent for 
creating one collaborative, compelling soundscape. ‘Sweet Toxin’ is not only catchy and vibrant, 
but it is also complex, deep, and interesting. If synth wave is your thing, Michael Gabriel has a 
whole world of it for you to discover. Mesmerising.” 

[Freddie McKee, TJPL News Magazine Aug. 20,  2024]

Canadian artist Michael Gabriel, formerly a member of Men Without Hats and Isinglass, has 
ventured into the world of solo artistry, creating music that defies boundaries. His 2023 debut 
album Surfacing reflects his eclectic taste, combining influences from David Bowie, Talking 
Heads, and Moby, blending genres like Indie, Electronica, Chill Out, House, and IDM. Gabriel's 
music embodies a unique soundscape, inviting listeners into a world where genres collide and 
innovation thrives.
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His work is a tribute to artists like Moby and Thievery Corporation, and it continues to captivate 
global audiences who appreciate genre-bending artistry. Gabriel's distinct vision and versatile 
sound make him a standout figure in both Canadian and international music.

[George Skendros, Indiefferential Magazine, Vol. 4, Nov. 2024]

“Sweet Toxin, by Michael Gabriel, is sexy right out of the gate. With a boots-and-cats beat and 
shimmery synth over top, it sets the scene quickly, with new characters soon entering stage left 
in the forms of beckoning vocalization, quick, almost birdsong-like instrumental accents, horns, 
and a spectrum of rhythms that will keep you moving. Before you realize it, your body will have 
been entranced by the way the track evolves into something that will make you feel like you’ve 
just entered the coolest club almost no one knows about at 3 am when everything has just hit 
just right. Brilliant work here. “

[Christina Vox, Vox+ Stix (Aug. 2024)]

“Michael Gabriel’s pedigree is clearly evident. "Farewell My Love," as soon as this track opened, 
I thought Moby. "Sweet Toxin" is such lovely tapestry of sonic brilliance; the rhythm grabs you in 
its groove and the meandering synth and vocals give you focus. But then, wow, the horn makes 
an appearance, and the track takes a turn to a kinda funky groove. The track turns into a groove 
that any electronic producer would be proud of. It's this switch to an entirely new groove and 
feel that sets Michael apart. Being able to do so whilst tying it in with the whole track shows 
pedigree. His music is very melody driven which is such a refreshing change. There aren't many 
electronic producers out there at use melody in such a clever way. In "L'Aventure," I especially 
like the warbling synth. It gives an indication that Michael is capable of into deeper phat sounds. 
I could listen to this music all day and not get bored, a rarity for me. Yes this guy is the real deal 
and I'm a fan already.”

[Yok Electronic,     Vox + Stix     (Jan 28, 2024)  ]

“Michael Gabriel, a talented musician hailing from Montreal, has created a unique sound that 
combines old-school breakdance drums with electronic music. His music is characterized by 
groovy beats, catchy synth melodies, and dynamic vocals that create an engaging and 
captivating experience for listeners. One of the standout elements of Michael Gabriel’s music is 
the use of old-school breakdance drums. These drums bring a nostalgic and groovy vibe to his 
tracks, creating a strong foundation for the rest of the music to build upon. The bass synth 
complements the drums perfectly, adding depth and energy to the overall sound. Another 
notable aspect of Michael Gabriel’s music is the catchy synth melodies. These melodies are 
carefully crafted to hook listeners from the very first note. They are memorable and infectious, 
making it hard to resist tapping your feet or nodding your head along to the rhythm.”

https://www.facebook.com/voxandstix
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[Fenomen Magazine     (Jan 25, 2024)  ]

“Michael Gabriel is a versatile and experimental artist who does not confine himself to one 
genre. His album “Surfacing” draws on his creative range. “L’Aventure” is a song that captivates 
at once. The percussive elements that set the pace are more than just a simple beat. They are 
the portal to a world. The sound design is perfectly balanced and plays with the listener’s 
expectations. Sometimes it evokes the 90s, sometimes a futuristic vision. The short electro 
vibes that stand out repeatedly span the arc of dynamics. They give the track the necessary fire. 
The vocal parts are sparingly but effectively used. They create an atmosphere that sounds both 
familiar and mysterious. They fit perfectly with the jazzy piano that emphasises the 
unmistakable acid jazz style. But Michael Gabriel breaks out of this pattern again and again and 
lets his song briefly swing towards IDM. “L’Aventure” is a song that ends too soon. Catchy and 
classic at the same time. , innovative and inspiring, the track resembles an adventure that you 
want to relive again and again. “L’Aventure” by Michael Gabriel, modern nostalgia!“

[Nene's Butler Presents     (Jan 16, 2024)  ]

“Prepare yourself for an electric dance dream that transports you to another dimension of 
sound. “Sweet Toxin” by Michael Gabriel is a little masterpiece of electro acid jazz that oscillates 
between past and future, creating a timeless groove that captivates your ears and soul. Smooth, 
groovy and fresh, this track is a sonic delight that will make you feel alive and free. After a long 
hiatus, Michael Gabriel returns to the music scene with a genre-blurring bang, fusing elements 
of electro, acid jazz and pop into a fresh dance sound that will make your heart pulsate with 
excitement. You will find it impossible to resist the irresistible urge to move your body and 
groove along with the vibe. Michael Gabriel’s musical journey began at the tender age of seven, 
when he learned to play the piano and was inspired by the classical elegance of baroque and 
the rhythmic sophistication of jazz.”

[Nene's Butler Presents     (Dec 21, 2023)  ]

" 'L'Aventure' is an excellent production! I truly admire your percussion work; it adds an effective 
and cool dynamic to the song. The video also looks polished and well-executed... Your 
introduction perfectly captures the essence of the song. This piece from your solo album 
'Surfacing' beautifully captures the essence of summer dance clubs in the Balearic Islands, 
conveying a sense of travel and life's flavors. With such engaging music, your pursuit of 
exposure and airplay will undoubtedly find success."

[Goldwave Digger]

https://www.instagram.com/goldwave_diggers/?hl=en
https://nenesbutler-presents.blogspot.com/2023/12/a-sonic-delight-sweet-toxin-by-michael.html
https://nenesbutler-presents.blogspot.com/2024/01/laventure-by-michael-gabriel-modern.html
https://fenomenmag.com/michael-gabriel-prophecy-and-conspiracy-a-fusion-of-old-school-break-dance-drums-and-electronic-music/
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"Impeccable sound design on the synths - rich, vibrant tones with analog warmth. The textures 
envelop you."  [Moonbeam Pro]

"It [Sweet Toxin] is the perfect BSO (background soundtrack) for a spa day where relaxation is 
the maximum. So good!"  [Folie.es]

"'Sweet Toxin' is quite an intriguing track. It exudes a mysterious and enigmatic atmosphere that 
immerses us in the electronic sounds of the 90s. The way you evoke this sense of nostalgia is 
truly impressive. Mention ++ for the sax moment is very funky!"  [Goldwave Digger]

"I like so much this track [Sweet Toxin]; I really perceive it as a painting, with a boundless 
landscape. The choice of mood is perfect! In terms of composition and sound processing really 
nothing to say; all really realistic and I feel transported to another dimension."  [New Air 
Producer]

"Nice tracks, liking the sound design on this and the beat is awesome!"  [Plastic Mag]

"Magnificent talent, an incredible, extraordinary melodic success, realized as always, with 
impeccable potential. Played with a captivating and balanced melodic rhythm. What an 
incredible achievement! Really amazing. Congratulations!"  [Groove IT (US)]

"[L'Aventure is a...] very hypnotic hybrid melodic track with a lush atmosphere and killer deep 
house vibes. Brash, sexy, and interesting. The production and execution quality is first-class as 
well. I like the restless balance of the track which adds an energetic vibe to the composition. 
The sound design gives the whole track a real cutting edge. Superb track!" [ICONYC]

Links

Official Website https://michaelgabriel.org

Bandcamp https://michaelgabrielmusic.bandcamp.com

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/@michaelgabriel_music

Spotify https://open.spotify.com/album/0NvQ3LERTRsxvk5L7mdTAa?
si=azHjFT6DTjKd7aejaxjyOw)

Tidal https://listen.tidal.com/artist/45991225

iTunes https://music.apple.com/ca/album/surfacing/1704103572)

https://music.apple.com/ca/album/surfacing/1704103572
https://listen.tidal.com/artist/45991225
https://open.spotify.com/album/0NvQ3LERTRsxvk5L7mdTAa?si=azHjFT6DTjKd7aejaxjyOw
https://www.youtube.com/@michaelgabriel_music
https://michaelgabrielmusic.bandcamp.com/album/surfacing
https://michaelgabriel.org/
https://plasticmag.co.uk/
https://newairproducer.wordpress.com/
https://newairproducer.wordpress.com/
https://www.instagram.com/goldwave_diggers/?hl=en
https://www.folie.es/
https://moonbeam.pro/
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Amazon Music https://music.amazon.ca/albums/B0CGG26WG9

Apple Music https://music.apple.com/ca/album/surfacing/1704103572

For press materials, high-resolution photos, and additional information, please email 
contact@michaelgabriel.org

https://music.apple.com/ca/album/surfacing/1704103572
https://music.amazon.ca/albums/B0CGG26WG9
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